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HIST  3590  Honours Project  (3,*,*) (E/P/C)
Prerequisite:  Level-three standing

A required project for all History BA (Hons) students.  Students 

will pursue in-depth historical research on a specific topic of  

interest to the student under the guidance of  appointed lecturers 

from the Department of  History.  Students are to consult with 

their advisors regarding the necessary library and archival 

research, synthesis and writing.  The purpose of  the project is 

to integrate the professional skills which have been taught in the 

preceding two years with specific application to a topic to produce 

a written report of  such a synthesis.  This project will be open only 

to three-year degree route students.

HIST  3591-2  Honours Project  (6,*,*) (E/P/C)
Prerequisite: Level-four standing

A required project for all History students.  Students will pursue 

in-depth historical research on a specific topic of  interest to 

the student under the guidance of  appointed lecturers from 

the Department of  History.  Students are to consult with their 

advisors regarding the necessary library and archival research, 

synthesis and writing.  The purpose of  the project is to integrate 

the professional skills which have been taught in the preceding 

three years with specific application to a topic to produce a written 

report of  such a synthesis. This project will be open only to four-

year degree route students.

HIST  3610  History of Chinese Women  (3,2,1) (tbc)
  to 1911
Prerequisite: HIST 1121-2 History of  Chinese Culture and 

Society or HIST 1620 Perspectives on Chinese 

History or HIST 2170 Introduction to Chinese 

Historiography

This course is principally a survey of  women’s lives and roles 

in traditional China.  Apart from a general introduction to 

women’s lives in different dynasties, special issues such as female 

infanticide, footbinding, education, arranged marriage and 

concubinage, chastity, female fatale, and relationships among 

family members will be dealt with in detail.  Moreover, theories 

of  integrating women into the macro-history as well as employing 

gender perspectives to revise history will also be taught.

HIST  3620  Missionaries in Modern China  (3,2,1) (tbc)
This course is for students who wish to achieve a more in-depth 

understanding of  the role Christian missionaries played in leading 

China into the international community of  the positive and 

negative impact of  missionaries on modern China.  It places the 

emphasis on how the missionaries have attempted to introduce 

Western religious ideas and sciences to their Confucian audience.  

An effort will also be made to analyse the contributions of  the 

missionaries to Modern China’s transformation and the Chinese 

people attitudes and reactions to them.

HIST  3630 Chinese Women and Politics in  (3,2,1) (P)
  Twentieth Century China  
The lives of  the Chinese people in general, and that of  Chinese 

women in particular, have undergone tremendous changes in the 

past century.  With the breakdown of  outworn traditions and 

conservative bondages, the status and role of  Chinese women had 

been changed and redefined.  A new and independent life had 

been brought to them since the forming of  the Chinese Republic.  

This course analyses the lives of  a selected prominent Chinese 

women in these years of  turmoil and their responses to the 

challenges posed by historical setting in which they lived.  This 

course, focusing on a study on the changing status and role of  

Chinese women, will offer an alternative perspective to approach 

China’s political development.

HIST  3640  Social and Economic Development (3,2,1) (C)
  of Modern China
The course investigates the relations between economic growth 

and socio-political changes in China from the late eighteenth 

century to the mid-twentieth century.  It examines the various 

social, economic, and political factors which stimulated, or 

retarded, China’s economic growth, and studies the development 

of  a new social basis which shaped the political form in modern 

China.

HIST  3650  Intellectual Trends in Modern  (3,2,1) (tbc)
  China
Using a topical approach, this course aims to examine the major 

intellectual trends in China from the 19th century to the present 

through extensive reading of  original texts.  Major philosophical 

issues are reflected upon against the intellectual and historical 

background.  Students are guided to investigate some fundamental 

and important topics such as the impacts of  Western thought, 

nationalism, liberalism, conservatism, and socialism.  This course 

also looks deep into the basic elements of  modern Chinese 

intellectual history so as to reveal their values in China today.

HIST  3660  Revolution and Nationalism in  (3,2,1) (C) 
Republican China (1912-1949) 

The course provides a comprehensive analysis of  the cultural, 

socio-economic, political and ideological crises in Republican 

China, its search for solutions, and the development of  the 

Chinese Nationalist and Communist Parties.  Discussions cover 

selected theories on revolution and nationalism, warlord politics, 

unification versus separatism, party system and organizational 

control, and the people’s contribution to political transformation, 

etc.

HIST  3670  Western Intellectual Thought  (3,2,1) (tbc)
This course traces Western intellectual development from classical 

Greece, through medieval scholasticism, the Renaissance, the 

Enlightenment, the Romantic Movement, and Marxism down to 

post-World War Two Existentialism, and what has been called 

“the exhaustion of  ideals” of  recent years.  Attention will be paid 

to the Western intellectual tradition’s tremendous and continuing 

impact on China, Asia and the world.

HIST 3680 China and Asia in the Twentieth  (3,2,1) (C)
  Century  
The course will provide an in-depth study of  the relations between 

China and other Asian countries, with an emphasis on Japan, 

Korea, Vietnam and India in the twentieth century.  Special 

attention is given to China’s influence on Asian nationalist and 

communist movements, Sino-Japanese and Sino-Korea relations, 

and China’s role in East Asia, South Asia and Southeast Asia.

HIST  3690  Twentieth Century United States  (3,2,1) (tbc)
  Diplomacy 
This course will focus on US diplomatic relations with the rest of  

the world in the 20th century.  Beginning with the aftermath of  

the Spanish-American War and the Open Door Notes, students 

will delve into the events of  American diplomacy to the present. 

Emphasis is on specific events and times and on the underlying 

base for that diplomacy as it changes over time.  Enduring 

foundations of  American diplomacy will be studied as well as the 

components which are more flexible and course to alternation.

HIST  3710  Topic Studies in Western History  (3,2,1) (E)
This course aims to enhance students’ knowledge of  Western 

history by providing them with the opportunity for studying 

selected themes and issues in Western history in an in-depth 

manner.

HIST  3720  Topic Studies in Sino/  (3,2,1) (C)
  Asian-Western Relations 
This course strives to enhance students’ knowledge of  Sino/

Asian-Western Relations by providing them with the opportunity 

for studying selected themes and issues in this area in an in-depth 

manner. Senior students are very much welcome. 

HIST  3730   Topic Studies in Chinese History  (3,2,1) (C)
This course aims to enhance students’ knowledge of  Chinese 

history by providing them with the opportunity for studying 

selected themes and issues in Chinese history in an in-depth 

manner.


